THE TOMB-MOSQUE-MADRESSA
OF QAIT-BEY 1472-74 A.D.

ic most important and
the most beautiful of the monuments of
Qait-Bey is his tomb-mosque or madressa
which was built in 1472-74 A.D. It is
situated in the Eastern Cemetry and is
the favourite of writers on the subject
of Muslim Architecture. Both externally
and internally, every part of this small
but exquisite edifice is most charming and
graceful. According to Fergusson this
perfect model of elegance is perhaps
unrivalled by anything in Egypt and far
surpasses the Alhambra or the other
western buildings of its age. It is also
remarkable for its skilful planning,
harmonious grouping of its parts, its
slender and graceful minaret, elaborate
floral geometric decoration of its dome
and the magnificence of its general
ornamentation. A wide flight of steps
leads to the porched entrance covered by
a trefoil arch with stalactites in the lower
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